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Our Open Evening is an ideal opportunity for families of Year 
6 and Year 5 pupils to look around our school. If you are  
considering Mount Carmel as your choice of school we highly 
recommend you come and see us ‘in action’ during a normal 
school day. This will enable you to experience for yourself the 
warmth of the Mount Carmel welcome. Just call 01254 233458 
to make an appointment.
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We would like to congratulate all of our pupils on their 2019 GCSE results 
and also acknowledge the significant commitment and support of their 
parents and families during what is a stressful time for all concerned.

Exam
Success

”

Congratulations to the class of 2019 on 
their GCSE examination results and our 
dedicated staff (teaching and support) 
who have once again worked so hard  
to ensure as many pupils as possible 
have achieved the very best results  
they could. 
We would also like to sincerely thank 
parents, governors, Lancashire LA and 
Salford Diocese for their continued  
support.
Mr Bowers, Headteacher
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George Baron
George achieved nine GCSE passes 
including the top grade of 9 in maths 
and a grade 8 in science.
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Kainaat Hussain
Kainaat achieved nine GCSE passes at the top 
grades of 9-7, including a grade 9 in history, an 8 
grade in religious education and seven grade 7’s. 

Eliza Raza
Eliza Raza was awarded a grade 9 in a total 
of 6 subjects (English literature, French, Italian, 
religious education, and combined science) 
and a further 3 grade 8’s (English language, 
maths and computer science). This is an 
exceptional achievement and will place Eliza 
as one of the highest achievers in 2019 both 
locally and nationally. 

Our initial analysis suggests that, regarding the overall key government school performance 
measures, we have made significant improvements in attainment and progress across the 
curriculum. Overall the 2019 results are the best results in the last 3 years with a significant 
number of performance measures now showing a 3 year improving trend. 
The number of top grades has increased significantly this summer with 16 grade 9’s, 31 grade 
8’s and 83 grade 7’s across a range of subjects. English, maths, languages, performing arts, 
drama, physical education, religious education and health and social care appear to have 
performed strongly with significant improvements also evident in art, religious education,  
science and geography. 
This summer sees all GCSE or equivalent qualifications moving to the 9-1 grading system. We 
are extremely proud that 9 pupils were awarded at least one grade 9 across a variety of  
subjects including: English literature, maths, science, French, Italian, Polish, history and  
religious education. 
As a school, we are extremely proud of the recent improvements that we have made in all 
aspects. The 2019 GCSE results very much reflect these improvements and as a school we are 
confident that we will continue to improve in the future. 

Umar Ahmed
Umar achieved three top 
grade 9 GCSE passes in  
combined science and  
religious education, a  
grade 8 in maths along with 
another five strong passes.

Sarah achieved nine GCSE 
passes at the top grades of 9-7  
including grade 9’s in science 
and religious education.  
She also gained grade 8 in six 
more subjects and a grade 7. 
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Mount Carmel celebrated the achievements of students during their annual Key Stage 3 Awards 
Evening with guest speaker, ex-Mount Carmel student and current World Kickboxing Champion 
Keely Battrick.

Mount Carmel have a packed transition programme in place for our partner primary 
schools including workshop projects, inter-primary quizzes, outreach work, school show 
visits and a range of partnership events. The ‘Next Steps’ programme begins in Year 5 
continuing into Year 6 and helps pupils become familiar with life at secondary school.
Over the Summer term we invited almost 400 Year 5 pupils to Mount Carmel over 
3 days for our ‘Next Steps’ taster days. The theme this year was conservation and 
the environment and each school was asked to prepare some facts about a specific  
endangered animal for an assembly at the beginning of each day. 
All activities throughout the days were based around this theme and the pupils were 
very pleased to hear that Mount Carmel had adopted tigers, elephants, leopards, 
gorillas, dolphins and many other animals from the WWF Conservation charity for each 
school, presenting them with a framed certificate and a soft toy of their allocated 
animal as a mascot for the class.  
Year 6 pupils who have been offered a place at Mount Carmel this September came 
for a ‘Step Up’ day in July. During the day the pupils experience how the pastoral  
system works, initially discovering which form group they will be part of and beginning 
to develop as part of the Mount Carmel ‘family’.  
Mount Carmel invited parents and families to celebrate the achievements of pupils 
from partner primary schools during a ‘Next Steps’ Celebration evening.
Year 7 Achievement Co-ordinator Mrs Lowe and Design Technology Curriculum  
Leader Mr Thompson hosted the event which began with a solo performance by Year 
8 pupil Lewis Wilkinson who played the part of ‘Oliver’ in the recent school production 
of the musical.

Mount Carmel have arranged a wide range of careers events 
and activities over the academic year, in partnership with local 
post-16 providers and organisations.
Year 9 pupils took part in a Careers Day with a rotation of sessions 
provided by external providers including construction, finance, 
media & journalism, visitor economy and creative & digital all pro-
vided and delivered by Future U, a collaborative outreach pro-
gramme funded by the Government.  
A group of Year 9 pupils attended a further event at St. Mary’s 
College in Blackburn called ‘All STEAM Ahead’ participat-
ing in workshops in the STEAM fields (Science, Technology,  
Engineering, Art & Design, and Maths) delivered by representa-
tives from various Universities.
A group of twenty eight Mount Carmel students from Year 10 
spent the day at UCLan in Preston for an ‘Inspiring You’ Law & 
Criminology taster day. They took part in three sessions: Forensic 
Psychology, Forensic Anthropology and Law.
Over 100 Year 9 pupils attended a ‘Raising Aspirations’ day at 
Staffordshire University. They learned about University life and 
took part in several sessions, which covered: using computer  
programming to fly drones, the life cycles of insects,  
the styles of theatre & drama and an ‘exotic zoo’.
All Mount Carmel Year 10 students attended  
Accrington & Rossendale College and  
participated in sessions of their choice including:  
Health & Social Care, Childcare, Sport, Media &  
Computing, Hair & Beauty, Brickwork, Motor  
Vehicle and Painting & Decorating.
A ‘Learn To Earn Day’ was presented at  
Mount Carmel by ‘Young Enterprise’  
organisation with career-focused  
activities in which students were asked  
to look at pathways into their dream  
career. 
The careers discussed ranged from  
practical skills based careers such as  
building or nursing, to academically  
focused careers such as accounting  
or law, and also talent based  
careers such as professional athletes  
or musicians.

One of our youngest ever cast of pupils performed a most amazing production of  
‘Oliver!’ along with backstage crew consisting of pupils and staff. 
The musical was the result of months of rehearsals and many, many hours of hard work for 
all involved as they performed to three delighted packed audiences, a total of 800 people. 
Mount Carmel invited partner primary school pupils along to watch two of the shows and 
received lots of complimentary feedback from everyone.
The show included solo & group singing, choreographed dances and acting performances 
as professional as you would find in any theatre. 
Performing Arts Curriculum Leader Miss Bell and Music teacher Miss Javaid should feel  
extremely proud of the result of many months of hard work they have devoted to this  
production. Well done to them and to everyone else who worked so hard both on stage and 
behind the scenes making this production a great success.

Careers Mount Carmel said farewell at the 
Summer break to Mount Carmel 
Science teacher Mr Cunningham 
who retired after an amazing 36 
years teaching career, all at one 
school! 
He started teaching straight from 
university based at what was  
Paddock House Grammar School 
in Oswaldtwistle and when it 
merged with Holy Family and  
became Mount Carmel he  
moved up to the building in Fern 
Gore. Headteacher Mr Bowers 
read out tributes and memories 
from previous and current staff  
including a lovely letter from Mr 
Paul Robinson who worked with  
Mr Cunningham for many years. 

The evening began with a solo performance of ‘Where is Love’ from 
the recent school production of Oliver!, performed by Year 8 pupil 
Lewis Wilkinson.
Headteacher Xavier Bowers made an address to the visitors before 
subject awards and role model awards were presented to pupils from 
Years 7, 8 and 9 by guest speaker Keely. Role models are selected 
for qualities such as politeness, punctuality, helpfulness, organisa-
tion and dedication. Invited guests, staff, students and families then  
celebrated the success of pupils with special trophies being awarded 
for outstanding effort and achievement.
The Duke of Edinburgh Trophy was presented to Denley McKelvey 
who has exemplified the spirit of the Duke of Edinburgh’s award. Six 
pupils were nominated for ‘The Logan Wood Trophy’ in memory of 
a much loved and sadly missed pupil and is presented to a KS3 pu-
pil who has shown the most effort and improvement. Year 9 pupil  
Maddie Boros-Kemp was announced on the evening as the recipient 
of the award this year. Her form tutor Miss Javaid commented “Mad-
die is an outstanding role model who leads by example in everything 
she does.”

Guest speaker  
Keely Battrick is a  
former Mount Carmel 
Deputy Head Girl.  
Keely has had a  
passion for martial arts 
and fitness since the  
age of eight when  
she began training to  
burn off the extra energy 
that her parents always  
said she had! She  
entered her first  
competition, won it and  
never looked back.
After ten years of competing she remains unbeaten at every  
kickboxing tournament. She became English champion, British  
champion, Commonwealth champion, European champion and 
she is currently the World champion in her class! She proudly showed 
off these belts to a delighted audience.
Keely is currently coaching with her parents at ‘Fit to Fight’ and  
working with the local police teaching self-defence classes to  
disadvantaged young people in a bid to give something back to her 
local community.
Despite her astounding kickboxing success Keely admitted her  
toughest ever challenge was her Maths exam! Despite her struggle, 
she again showed her determination, working hard and putting in 
extra work which paid off when she passed. 
Her family and friends have helped her be a successful kickboxer 
and her parents have been great motivators giving her the strength 
to succeed. She also acknowledged the support and love she  
received from Mount Carmel. She told the pupils present at the awards  
evening they should work hard, overcome any obstacles and keep 
focused as winners never quit!
Chair of Governors Mr David Rushton gave the final address of the 
evening to the audience and described how he felt Mount Carmel 
had created a wonderful school community which was achieving 
academically and always had pupils’ best interests at the centre of 
all that it does. The evening concluded with the cast performing an-
other extract from the recent school production of Oliver!

Primary transition
Leavers Prom Next Steps

Mount Carmel were very privileged to have a Great British athlete spend a day coaching our pupils. 
Danny Purvis is one of Britain’s most successful men’s artistic gymnasts having won British,  
Commonwealth, European, World and Olympic medals. He is the four-time all-round champion 
and at the London Olympics was part of the bronze medal winning GB’s men’s team.
Groups of pupils from years 7-10 spent time completing a fitness circuit with Danny which they had 
also received sponsorship for to help raise funds for a  
school trampoline.

Awards Evening

Keely with some of 
her championship 
belts pictured with 
Mr & Mrs Bowers

Award winners 
Maddie and 
Denley

We wish 
Michael a 
happy and 
healthy
retirement.

Oliver!

Evie and Olivia 
gathering  
information  
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careers event.
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cast of Oliver!  
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to packed  
audiences. 

Head Boy Harry 
Sutton and Head 
Girl Demi Harris 
(right) ended a 
successful year 
with a speech  
during the  
evening.

Mount Carmel Year 11 students ended their school years in style 
at the Dunkenhalgh Hotel. The Leavers Prom was attended by 
around 100 students and 40 staff and was held on a beautiful 
sunny evening. They arrived in a variety of vehicles including 
horse drawn carriages, sports cars, even a tractor!
Head Boy Harry Sutton and Head Girl Demi Harris made their final 
speech and Prom King and Prom Queen awards were presented 
to Lee Scott and Hayley Duxbury.
Organisers of the event were Assistant Pastoral Leader Miss  
Taylor and Year 11 Pastoral Leader Mr Wickham who spent many 
months sorting out arrangements and ensuring everyone was  
included in the celebrations.
Miss Taylor commented “It was a fantastic night, everyone looked 
amazing and we were very proud of them all. ”
Headteacher Mr Bowers said “It was a lovely occasion. There was 
a warm, welcoming and relaxing feel to the evening. The pupils 
were a real credit to themselves and to the school.”

The British Science Association accredited Superstar Awards were presented to  
pupils who had completed the award during a STEM project organised by  

Mount Carmel during the Spring term. Certificates were also presented  
to all Year 5 pupils who attended the ‘Next Steps’ taster days.

To conclude the evening a free raffle which included star  
prizes of a tablet computer and an MP3 player and a  

large selection of games were then offered  
by Mount Carmel as prizes to the pupils.

Year 5 pupils 
investigating pond 
life and with an 
adoption  
certificate and 
elephant  mascot

Olympic athlete

Danny Purvis 
above in action on 
the rings and with 
Mount Carmel  
pupils looking at 
his Olympic medal

PHOTOGRAPH (LEFT) 

FROM BRITISH  

GYMNASTICS 

WEBSITE


